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RHODE ISLAND
BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE EDUCATION OF
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

State Advisory Panel

300.167 State advisory panel.

RIDE must establish and maintain an advisory panel for the purpose of providing policy guidance
with respect to special education and related services for children with disabilities in the State.
300.168 Membership.

(a) General. The advisory panel must consist of members appointed by the Commissioner of
Elementary and Secondary Education, be representative of the State population, and be
composed of individuals involved in, or concerned with the education of children with disabilities,
includingt

(1) Parents of children with disabilities (ages birth through twenty six (26));

(2) Individuals with disabilities;

(3) Teachers;

(4) Representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare special education and related
services personnel,

(5) State and local education officials, including officials who carry out activities under subtitle B of
title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.);

(6) Administrators of programs for children with disabilities;

(7) Representatives of other State agencies involved in the financing or delivery of related
services to children with disabilities;

(8) Representatives of private schools and public charter schools;

(9) Not less than one representative of a vocational, community, or business organization
concerned with the provision of transition services to children with disabilities; and

(10) A representative from the State child welfare agency responsible for foster care; and

(11) Representatives from the State juvenile and adult corrections agencies.

(b) Special rule. A majority of the members of the panel must be individuals with disabilities or
parents of children with disabilities.

300.169 Duties.

The advisory panel shalld

(a) Advise the SEA of unmet needs within the State in the education of children with disabilities;
(b) Comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the State regarding the education
of children with disabilities;

(c) Advise the SEA in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary under § 618
of the Act;

(d) Advise the SEA in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in Federal
monitoring reports under Part B of the ACT; and (e) Advise the SEA in developing and

implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities.
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Message from the Chair

June 22, 2018

As the 2017-2018 work year of the Rhode Island Special Education Advisory Committee comes to
a close, | would like to thank all of the membership for sharing their time, knowledge, experiences
and commitment to our mission of serving as an active voice for students with disabilities. It is
truly a privilege to work with such a great committee of dedicated members who are committed to
improving the quality of education for students with disabilities.

| am especially grateful to our leadership team. | would like to thank Maria Silvestri-Golotto, Vice
Chairperson, Susan Donovan and Lori Wilbur, Recording Secretaries and Sheryl Reedy,
Corresponding Secretary for all of their tireless efforts and guidance which was essential to our
work this year.

Our committee is very appreciative of all the work that Kerri Sorensen, Rhode Island Department

of Educationds | iaison provides to RISEAC. She |
support, excellent organizational skills and consistent follow through has been so helpful to our

work throughout this year. She, along with several OSCAS staff, were critical in identifying

valuable resources and information which benefited our work throughout the year. The work of the
committee cannot be accomplished without the support of these dedicated state partners.

The Rhode Island Special Education Advisory Committee would like to extend our most sincere

gratitude to Director J. David Sienko, Office of Student, Community and Academic Supports, for

providing us with monthly updates on Rhode Island Department of Education activities which kept

us abreast of current issues and allowed us to have more informed discussions on the issues we

are focused on. We are very grateful for DPeuvi do:
work this year.

Sincerely,
Patti A. Hien
Chairperson, RISEAC
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The Rhode Island Special Education Advisory Committee (RISEAC) provides the
Commissioner and Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education policy guidance
with respect to special education and related services for children with disabilities in the State.
The RISEAC advises the SEA on matters concerning: (a) the unmet educational needs of children
with disabilities; (b) comments publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the State
regarding the education of children with disabilities; (c) advises the Rhode Island Department of
Education (RIDE) in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary under section
618 of the IDEA, (d) advises the RIDE in developing corrective action plans to address findings
identified in Federal Monitoring Reports under Part B of the IDEA; and (e) advises the RIDE in
developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children with
disabilities.

Membership of the committee is composed of individuals involved in or concerned with the
education of children with disabilities. Parents of children with disabilities birth through 26 maintain
the majority of the Committee Membership. The Membership also includes Individuals with
disabilities: Teachers: Representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare special
education and related service personnel:, State and local education officials, including who carry
out activities under subtitles B of Title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act:
Administrators of programs for children with disabilities: Representatives of private schools and
public charter schools: Representatives of a vocational, community, or business organization
concerned with the provision of transition services to children with disabilities: Representative for
the State child welfare agency responsible for foster care: and Representative from the State
juvenile and adult corrections agencies.

The RISEAC meets monthly from October through May, from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, and hosts a
New Member Orientation Meeting in August, a Strategic Planning Work Session in September,
and its Annual Dinner Meeting in June.
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Gillian Elliott Pearis, Ph.D
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Heather Kennedy

Denneese Seale

Maria Silvestri-Golotto

Paige Ramsdell

Lynn Bouvier, Kapiskas

Patricia Murtagh

Edward Angilly

Sheryl Reedy

Jean Ann Shields

Lori Wilbur

Kevin Plunkett

Barbara Irons

JoAnn Nannig

Douglas Pierson

Cindy Duckworth

Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE)
Office of Student, Community & Academic Supports (OSCAS)

J. David Sienko

RIDE/Director of OSCAS

Kerri Sorensen

RIDE/OSCAS Liaison
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RHODE ISLAND SPECIAL EDUCATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RISEAC)
MINI BIOS 2017- 2018

Sharon Bissonnette, Related Service Provider (SLP)

Sharon is a certified speech and language pathologist who works in the Newport County Regional
Special Education Program. She earned her Ph.D. in education and conducted research on
preschool students with and without Autism and other social communication disorders. (Start date
2013)

Eileen Botelho, RIDE T Title VII McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
Eileen is a Title | Education Specialist and the State Coordinator for Homeless Children and
Youth. (Start date 2010)

Jennifer Connolly, Director of Special Education
Jennifer has been involved in the education of children with special needs since 1998. She is the

Director of Special Education for the Warwick School System and serves on the Executive Board
of the Association of Rl Special Education Administrators (ARIASE) as the West Bay Regional
Coordinator. Additionally, she serves as the Policy and Advocacy Coordinator for the RI Council
for Exceptional Children (CEC), (Start date 2010)

Lori DiPina, RI Department for Children, Youth and Families

Lori is the Educational Services Coordinator for DCYF. She is responsible for education related
issues that are impacting children from Early Intervention to Post Secondary years. (Start date
2013)

Susan Donovan, Director of Parent Training & Information Center at RIPIN

Sue is a parent of 3 children of which 2 have special needs. Professionally, she provides technical
assistance to the Special Education Advisory Network and has served on the RI Transition
Council, State Rehabilitation Council, Developmental Disabilities Council, Individuals and Families
Advocacy Committee and the Family Engagement
date 2010)

Gillian Elliott Pearis, Parent

Gillian is the parent of a child with autism and also has a private practice in child, adolescent and
adult psychiatry. In her practice she cares for patients with emotional and learning challenges.
(Start date 2011)

Deborah Garneau, Rl Department of Health
Deborah is the State Title V Special Needs Director and the Chief of the Office of Special Health

Care Needs at the Rl Department of Health. In this position, she is responsible for the
supervision, management, and | eader shi p clodg; t
medical home enhancement, youth medical transition, emergency preparedness for people with
disabilities, service delivery system development, establishment of linkages between primary and
specialty care, provision of parent support, health promotion for people with disabilities, resource
development for parents and professionals, and comprehensive surveillance and building of
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quality, performance-based systems of care. Deborah will also serve as the liaison to the
Interagency Coordinating Council for Early Intervention. (Start date2009)

Rosemary Gomes, Parent

Rosemary has been a Special Educator at Shea High School for twelve years. She has taught

Life Skills to students in a self-contained setting for the last nine years. Rosemary is the mother of
four children, of which two have speci al needs.
certified as a Rl elementary education as well as a special educator for Kindergarten through

grade 12. (Start date 2012)

Patti Hien, Special Education Teacher

Patti is a parent of an adopted child with special needs and a Special Education Teacher in
Lincoln Public Schools for the past 26 years and previously at St. Aloysius Home in Greenville, RI.
She is a strong advocate for Common Core State Standards based IEP goals and objectives.
Patti is the CPI instructor for the Lincoln Public Schools. Patti has served on various committees
associated with RIDE with respect to Alternate Assessment and Alternate Grade Span
Expectations. She is a member of the Local Advisory Committee in Lincoln. Patti is also the
Educational Coordinator for the Holy Family Home for Women and Children. (Start date 2010)

Barbara Irons, Parent
Barbara is a parent of a young adult with a disability and a special education teacher and leader
providing transition services. (Start date 2013)

Heather Kennedy, Parent and person with a Disability

Heather is a parent of a child with a disability, as well as a person with a disability. Heather is a
disability advocate and is involved and runs several groups an nonprofits that work with the
special needs community. She is involved with military families, mental health counselor for
children at risk. Heather serves as the Local Advisory Chair for the Northwest Regional Special
Education Programs. (Start date 2015)

JoAnn Nannig, Office of Rehabilitation Services

JoAnn is the Statewide Transition Coordinator for the Office of Rehabilitation Services (ORS).

She was the Providence Transition Counselor for ORS for five years. She is a member of the

Providence Youth Council. She is a Nationally Certified Rehabilitation Counselor. JoAnn is
coordinating Rhode I sl anddés Project Search. (St

Paige Ramsdell, Higher Education Representative

Paige is a psychologist at the University of Rhode Island in the Disabilities Service Center. Paige
has published research and presented at national conference about transition from high school to
college for students with disabilities. She has attended Local Advisory Committee meetings and
presented about transition. Paige is a member of URI Student Success Team, Rl Association of
Disability Services Providers in higher education, National Association of School Psychologists
and Association on Higher Education and Disability. (Start date 2015)

Maria Silvestri-Golotto, Special Education Teacher
Maria has been involved with special education since 1999. Maria is a Special Education
Specialist for the Providence Public Schools.

Lynn Bouvier-Kapiskas, Parent
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Lynn is parent to a child with high functioning autism/Aspergers and a neurotypical child in college
studying occupational therapy. She is the chairperson of the Woonsocket Special Education
Local Advisory Committee (SELAC) and is an attorney licensed to practice in both Rhode Island
and Massachusetts. Lynn is returning to RISEAC after an absence to care for an elderly family
member. Started (again): 2016

Patricia Murtagh, Parent

Patricia Murtagh is a parent and speech-language pathologist (SLP). Besides working with middle
and high school students in Scituate, RI public schools, she is involved in policy and advocacy
pertaining to at-risk students. She is an active member in the Rhode Island Speech and Hearing
Association (RISHA), which also supports this mission of advocacy. She has also completed her
fifth year in the URI/RIC doctoral program.

Lori Wilbur, Parent & Special Ed Teacher

Lori Wilbur holds a degree from Rhode Island College in Elementary Education with a concentration in
Special Education Elementary/Middle and Middle/Secondary. She is also certified to teach students with
Significant Intellectural Disabilities, all grades. For the past eight years, Lori has taught special education at
Charles E. Shea Senior High School in Pawtucket. Lori is a member of the district's Transition Team and
coach for the Self-Determination Initative.

Kevin Plunkett, Private School Rep

Currently Director of Education and Special Education at Ocean Tides Schools, RIDE ILP and SSST Team
Member, Past Director of Secondary Special Education at Woonsocket Education Department, Past
Coordinator of Secondary Programs at Pathways -J. Trudeau Center.

Sheryl Reedy, Parent & Service Provider

Sheryl Reedy, Parent & Service Provider

Sheryl is a parent of three children who receive special education services. She is a social worker at
the Cumberland School District and is an advocate for responsive policies. In addition, Sheryl has
owned a private practice for over ten years (Start date 2016).

Edward Angilly, Parent
Edward is the parent of a son with a disability. Edward is the chairperson of the Cranston LAC
and he volunteers and assists with Special Olympics. (Start date 2013)

Cindy Duckworth, Parent
Cindy is a parent of a high school student with a disability. Cindy has chaired the Narragansett
LAC for several years. (Start date 2013)

Douglas Pierson, Retired Principal, Special Education Teacher and Administrator
Doug is a person with a disability as well as a former principal, special education administrator
and special education teacher. (Start date 2013)

Jean Ann Shields, Parent
(Start date 2017)
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BY-LAWS OF THE RHODE ISLAND SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ARTICLE I: Name

The name of the Panel shall be the Rhode Island Special Education Advisory Committee (RISEAC). The RISEAC exists
under the authority of the Rhode Island Department of Education to comply with all requirements of Subpart F of the IDEA
regulations with regard to state administration and to ensure compliance with the IDEA.

ARTICLE II: Functions and Responsibilities
§300.652 Advisory Panel Functions

(a) General

The Rhode Istand Special Education Advisory Committee shall advise the RIDE of:

(1) The unmet needs within the State in the education of children with disabilities;

(2) Comment publically on any rules or regulations proposed by the State regarding the education of children
with disabilities;

(3) Indeveloping evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary of Education under Section 618 of the
Act;

(4) In developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in Federal monitoring reports under
IDEA Part B;

(5) In developing and implementing policies related to the coordination of services for children with
disabilities; and

(6) The education of eligible students with disabilities in adult prisons.

ARTICLE lll: Operating Procedures
§300.169 Advisory Panel Operating Procedures

(a)
(b)

()
@

(e)
®

(9)
(h)

(i)
0)
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The advisory panel shall meet as often as necessary to conduct its business.
By July 1 of each year, the advisory panel shall submit an annual report of panel activities and suggestions to the
RIDE. This report must be made available to the public in a manner consistent with other public reporting
requirements of Part B of the Act.
Official minutes must be kept on all panel meetings and must be posted on the Secretary of State website.
All advisory panel meetings and agenda items must be announced in advance of the meeting to afford interested
parties a reasonable opportunity fo attend. Meetings must be open to the public.
Interpreters and other necessary services must be provided at panel meetings for panel members’ participation.
The advisory panel shall serve without compensation, but the State must reimburse the panel for reasonable and
necessary expenses for attending meetings and performing duties.
A majority of the members appointed and holding office of the RISEAC shall constitute a quorum.
All decisions of the RISEAC shall be made only after a vote of a majority of its members in attendance, provided a
quorum is present.
Parliamentary authority shall be Robert’s Rules of Order at all regular meetings of the committee.
The standing sub-committee of the RISEAC shall be:

A. Leadership Team: Composed of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Corresponding Secretary and

Recording Secretaries. The Leadership Team will establish Workgroups.

1



BY-LAWS OF THE RHODE ISLAND SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1. These Workgroups shall perform all functions necessary to enable the RISEAC to conduct
business, adhere to its by-laws and perform other functions related to committee operations.

2. Workgroups: Established on an ad-hoc basis to focus on particular issues. The Workgroups
will be facilitated by a RISEAC member and composed of any members who are interested in
that issue. The Workgroup will exist for as long as the topic is active.

ARTICLE IV: Members
Section 1: Membership
§300.168 Membership

(a) General. The membership of the Rhode Island Special Education Advisory Committee will consist of members
appointed by the Commissioner of Education, and be representative of the State population, composed of
individuals involved in or concerned with the education of children with disabilities, including —

(1) Parents of children with disabilities;

(2) Individuals with disabilities;

(3) Teachers:

(4) Representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare special education and related services
personnel:

(5) State and local education officials, including officials that carry out activities of Mckinney- Vento Homeless
Act

(6) Administrators of programs for children with disabilities;

(7) Representatives of other State agencies involved in the financing or delivery of related services to
children with disabilities;

(8) Representatives of private schools and public charter schools;

(9) At least one representative of a vocational, community, or business organization concemed with the
provision of transition services to children with disabilities; and

(10) Representatives from the State juvenile and adult correction agencies.

(b) Special rule. A majority of the members of the panel must be individuals with disabilities or parents of children
with disabilities.

Section 2. Application of Members

A. Applicants to the RISEAC shall apply in writing to the Chairperson of the Membership Sub-
Committee, or the Chairperson of the RISEAC.

B. The Membership Sub-Committee shall, as a part of that process interview interested applicants
and shall make recommendations to the Leadership Team as described in Section 3.

Section3:  Appointment of Members

A. The Commissioner of Education shall appoint all members of the RISEAC. Recommendations for
such appointments shall be made by the Leadership Team, with the advice and consent of the full
membership of the RISEAC.

B. Solicitations for new members shall be initiated by the Membership Sub-Committee in February of
each year. The Leadership Team shall make recommendations and seek the advice and consent
of the full membership of the RISEAC at the regular May meeting of the RISEAC.

2
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